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57 ABSTRACT

A set of channels is scanned, each channel in the set having a
first bandwidth. When it is determined that one or more chan-
nels in the set of channels are not being utilized by one or
more other wireless communication systems, a channel not
being utilized is selected as a primary channel for a wireless
communication system. When it is determined that all chan-
nels in the set of channels are being utilized by one or more
other wireless communication systems, (i) a channel in the set
that is aligned with a primary channel of another wireless
communication system is selected as the primary channel, or
(i) a channel in the set that overlaps with a secondary channel
of another wireless communication system is selected as the
primary channel, where the secondary channel of the other
wireless communication system has a bandwidth greater than
the first bandwidth.

28 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets
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1
WLAN TRANSMIT MODES AND
COEXISTENCE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This disclosure claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Patent Application No. 61/554,889, filed on Nov. 2, 2011, the
disclosure of which is incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

The present disclosure relates generally to communication
networks and, more particularly, to wireless local area net-
works that utilize channel aggregation to form wider band-
width composite channels.

BACKGROUND

The background description provided herein is for the pur-
pose of generally presenting the context of the disclosure.
Work of the presently named inventors, to the extent it is
described in this background section, as well as aspects of the
description that may not otherwise qualify as prior art at the
time of filing, are neither expressly nor impliedly admitted as
prior art against the present disclosure.

When operating in an infrastructure mode, wireless local
area networks (WLANSs) typically include an access point
(AP) and one or more client stations. WLANSs have evolved
rapidly over the past decade. Development of WLAN stan-
dards such as the Institute for Electrical and Electronics Engi-
neers (IEEE) 802.11a, 802.11b, 802.11g, and 802.11n Stan-
dards has improved single-user peak data throughput. For
example, the IEEE 802.11b Standard specifies a single-user
peak throughput of 11 megabits per second (Mbps), the IEEE
802.11a and 802.11g Standards specify a single-user peak
throughput of 54 Mbps, the IEEE 802.11n Standard specifies
a single-user peak throughput of 600 Mbps, and the IEEE
802.11ac Standard specifies a single-user peak throughput in
the gigabits per second (Gbps) range.

Work has begun on a two new standards, IEEE 802.11ah
and IEEE 802.11af, each of which will specify wireless net-
work operation in sub-1 GHz frequencies. Low frequency
communication channels are generally characterized by bet-
ter propagation qualities and extended propagation ranges
compared to transmission at higher frequencies. In the past,
sub-1 GHz ranges have not been utilized for wireless com-
munication networks because such frequencies were reserved
for other applications (e.g., licensed TV frequency bands,
radio frequency band, etc.). There are few frequency bands in
the sub-1 GHz range that remain unlicensed, with different
specific unlicensed frequencies in different geographical
regions. The IEEE 802.11ah Standard will specify wireless
operation in available unlicensed sub-1 GHz frequency
bands. The IEEE 802.11af Standard will specify wireless
operation in TV White Space (TVWS), i.e., unused TV chan-
nels in sub-1 GHz frequency bands.

SUMMARY

In one embodiment, a method for selecting a primary com-
munication channel for a wireless communication system
includes scanning a set of channels, each channel in the set
having a first bandwidth, and determining whether one or
more channels in the set of channels is not being utilized by
one or more other wireless communication systems. The
method also includes, when it is determined that one or more
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2

channels in the set of channels are not being utilized by one or
more other wireless communication systems, selecting a
channel from the one or more channels not being utilized as
the primary channel for the wireless communication system.
Additionally, the method includes, when it is determined that
all channels in the set of channels are being utilized by one or
more other wireless communication systems, (i) selecting, as
the primary channel of the wireless communication system, a
channel in the set that is aligned with a primary channel of
another wireless communication system, or (ii) selecting, as
the primary channel of the wireless communication system, a
channel in the set that overlaps with a secondary channel of
another wireless communication system, wherein the second-
ary channel of the other wireless communication system has
a bandwidth greater than the first bandwidth.

In other embodiments, the method includes one or more of
the following features.

The first bandwidth is equal to 2 MHz.

After selecting the primary channel from the set of chan-
nels, selecting a further primary channel having a second
bandwidth that is a fraction of the first bandwidth, wherein the
further primary channel is selected from a further set of chan-
nels that overlap the primary channel, wherein each channel
in the further set of channels has a bandwidth equal to the
second bandwidth.

Selecting, as the primary channel of the wireless commu-
nication system, a channel in the set that is aligned with a
primary channel of another wireless communication system
includes selecting a channel in the set that overlaps with a
primary channel of another wireless communication system,
wherein the primary channel of the other wireless communi-
cation system has a bandwidth equal to the second bandwidth,
and selecting the further primary channel such that the further
primary channel is aligned with the primary channel of the
other wireless communication system.

The second bandwidth is equal to one half of the first
bandwidth, and the further set of channels consists of two
non-overlapping channels.

The second bandwidth is equal to 1 MHz.

Selecting, as the primary channel of the wireless commu-
nication system, a channel in the set that overlaps with a
secondary channel of another wireless communication sys-
tem, includes when the other wireless communication system
is utilizing multiple secondary channels having different
bandwidths, each of the different bandwidths greater than the
greater than the first bandwidth, selecting the primary channel
according to an order of preference corresponding to an
ordering of the multiple secondary channels of the other
wireless communication system from a widest bandwidth to
a smallest bandwidth.

In another embodiment, an apparatus for performing wire-
less communications comprises a network interface. The net-
work interface is configured to select a primary communica-
tion channel for a wireless communication system at least by
scanning a set of channels, each channel in the set having a
first bandwidth, determining whether one or more channels in
the set of channels is not being utilized by one or more other
wireless communication systems, when it is determined that
one or more channels in the set of channels are not being
utilized by one or more other wireless communication sys-
tems, selecting a channel from the one or more channels not
being utilized as the primary channel for the wireless com-
munication system, and when it is determined that all chan-
nels in the set of channels are being utilized by one or more
other wireless communication systems, (i) selecting, as the
primary channel of the wireless communication system, a
channel in the set that is aligned with a primary channel of
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another wireless communication system, or (ii) selecting, as
the primary channel of the wireless communication system, a
channel in the set that overlaps with a secondary channel of
another wireless communication system, wherein the second-
ary channel of the other wireless communication system has
a bandwidth greater than the first bandwidth.

In other embodiments, the apparatus comprises one or
more of the following features.

The first bandwidth is equal to 2 MHz.

The network interface is configured to, after selecting the
primary channel from the set of channels, select a further
primary channel having a second bandwidth that is a fraction
of'the first bandwidth, wherein the further primary channel is
selected from a further set of channels that overlap the pri-
mary channel, wherein each channel in the further set of
channels has a bandwidth equal to the second bandwidth.

The network interface is configured to select, as the pri-
mary channel of the wireless communication system, a chan-
nel in the set that is aligned with a primary channel of another
wireless communication system at least by selecting a chan-
nel in the set that overlaps with a primary channel of another
wireless communication system, wherein the primary chan-
nel of the other wireless communication system has a band-
width equal to the second bandwidth, and selecting the further
primary channel such that the further primary channel is
aligned with the primary channel of the other wireless com-
munication system.

The second bandwidth is equal to one half of the first
bandwidth, and the further set of channels consists of two
non-overlapping channels.

The second bandwidth is equal to 1 MHz.

The network interface is configured to select, as the pri-
mary channel of the wireless communication system, a chan-
nel in the set that overlaps with a secondary channel of
another wireless communication system at least by, when the
other wireless communication system is utilizing multiple
secondary channels having different bandwidths, each of the
different bandwidths greater than the greater than the first
bandwidth, selecting the primary channel according to an
order of preference corresponding to an ordering of the mul-
tiple secondary channels ofthe other wireless communication
system from a widest bandwidth to a smallest bandwidth.

In yet another embodiment, a method for selecting a pri-
mary communication channel for a wireless communication
system includes scanning a set of channels, each channel in
the set having a first bandwidth, and determining whether one
or more channels in the set of channels is not being utilized by
one or more other wireless communication systems. Also, the
method includes when it is determined that one or more
channels in the set of channels are not being utilized by one or
more other wireless communication systems, selecting a
channel from the one or more channels not being utilized as
the primary channel for the wireless communication system.
The method additionally includes, when it is determined that
all channels in the set of channels are being utilized by one or
more other wireless communication systems, (i) selecting, as
the primary channel of the wireless communication system, a
channel in the set that is aligned with a primary channel of
another wireless communication system, or (ii) selecting, as
the primary channel of the wireless communication system, a
channel in the set that overlaps with a secondary channel of
another wireless communication system, wherein the second-
ary channel of the other wireless communication system has
a bandwidth greater than the first bandwidth.

In other embodiments, the method includes one or more of
the following features.
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The first bandwidth is equal to 1 MHz.

Selecting, as the primary channel of the wireless commu-
nication system, a channel in the set that is aligned with a
primary channel of another wireless communication system,
includes selecting a channel in the set that (i) overlaps with a
first primary channel of another wireless communication sys-
tem, wherein the first primary channel of the other wireless
communication system has a bandwidth equal to a second
bandwidth greater than the first bandwidth, and (ii) is aligned
with a second primary channel of the other wireless commu-
nication system, wherein the second primary channel of the
other wireless communication system has a bandwidth equal
to the first bandwidth.

The second bandwidth is equal to twice the first bandwidth,
and the first primary channel of the other wireless communi-
cation system consists of two non-overlapping channels each
having a bandwidth equal to the first bandwidth.

The second bandwidth is equal to 2 MHz.

Selecting, as the primary channel of the wireless commu-
nication system, a channel in the set that overlaps with a
secondary channel of another wireless communication sys-
tem includes, when the other wireless communication system
is utilizing multiple secondary channels having different
bandwidths, each of the different bandwidths greater than the
greater than the first bandwidth, selecting the primary channel
according to an order of preference corresponding to an
ordering of the multiple secondary channels of the other
wireless communication system from a widest bandwidth to
a smallest bandwidth.

Each channel in the set of channels is adjacent to at least
one other channel in the set of channels.

Channels in the set of channels are spaced apart from each
other by at least the first bandwidth.

In still another embodiment, an apparatus for performing
wireless communications comprises a network interface. The
network interface is configured to select a primary commu-
nication channel for a wireless communication system at least
by scanning a set of channels, each channel in the set having
a first bandwidth, determining whether one or more channels
in the set of channels is not being utilized by one or more other
wireless communication systems, when it is determined that
one or more channels in the set of channels are not being
utilized by one or more other wireless communication sys-
tems, selecting a channel from the one or more channels not
being utilized as the primary channel for the wireless com-
munication system, and when it is determined that all chan-
nels in the set of channels are being utilized by one or more
other wireless communication systems, (i) selecting, as the
primary channel of the wireless communication system, a
channel in the set that is aligned with a primary channel of
another wireless communication system, or (ii) selecting, as
the primary channel of the wireless communication system, a
channel in the set that overlaps with a secondary channel of
another wireless communication system, wherein the second-
ary channel of the other wireless communication system has
a bandwidth greater than the first bandwidth.

In other embodiments, the apparatus includes one or more
of the following features.

The first bandwidth is equal to 1 MHz.

The network interface is configured to select, as the pri-
mary channel of the wireless communication system, a chan-
nel in the set that is aligned with a primary channel of another
wireless communication system at least by selecting a chan-
nel in the set that (i) overlaps with a first primary channel of
another wireless communication system, wherein the first
primary channel of the other wireless communication system
has a bandwidth equal to a second bandwidth greater than the
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first bandwidth, and (ii) is aligned with a second primary
channel of the other wireless communication system,
wherein the second primary channel of the other wireless
communication system has a bandwidth equal to the first
bandwidth.

The second bandwidth is equal to twice the first bandwidth,
and the first primary channel of the other wireless communi-
cation system consists of two non-overlapping channels each
having a bandwidth equal to the first bandwidth.

The second bandwidth is equal to 2 MHz.

The network interface is configured to select, as the pri-
mary channel of the wireless communication system, a chan-
nel in the set that overlaps with a secondary channel of
another wireless communication system at least by, when the
other wireless communication system is utilizing multiple
secondary channels having different bandwidths, each of the
different bandwidths greater than the greater than the first
bandwidth, selecting the primary channel according to an
order of preference corresponding to an ordering of the mul-
tiple secondary channels ofthe other wireless communication
system from a widest bandwidth to a smallest bandwidth.

Each channel in the set of channels is adjacent to at least
one other channel in the set of channels.

Channels in the set of channels are spaced apart from each
other by at least the first bandwidth.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 11s a block diagram of an example wireless local area
network (WLAN) that utilizes techniques disclosed herein,
according to an embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a diagram of an example channelization scheme,
according to an embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a diagram of a transmission on a primary channel
occurring after interfering signals have stopped, according to
an embodiment.

FIG. 4 is a diagram of a transmission on a composite
channel occurring after interfering signals have stopped,
according to an embodiment.

FIG. 5 is a flow diagram of an example method for select-
ing a primary channel, according to an embodiment.

FIG. 6 is a diagram of another example channelization
scheme, according to an embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a flow diagram of another example method for
selecting a primary channel, according to an embodiment.

FIG. 8 is a flow diagram of another example method for
selecting a primary channel, according to an embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In embodiments described below, a wireless network
device such as an access point (AP) of a wireless local area
network (WL AN) transmits data streams to one or more client
stations. The AP is configured to operate with client stations
according to at least a first communication protocol. The first
communication protocol defines operation in a sub-1 GHz
frequency range, and is typically used for applications requir-
ing long range wireless communication with relatively low
data rates. The first communication protocol (e.g., the IEEE
802.11ah Standard) is referred to herein as a “long range”
communication protocol.

In some embodiments, the long range communication pro-
tocol defines a set of channels that can be used, and an access
point (AP) scans the channels to find unused channels that are
available for use by the AP. In some embodiments, each
channel in the set of channels has a bandwidth of 1 MHz. In
other embodiments, each channel in the set of channels has a
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bandwidth of 2 MHz. In some embodiments in which each
channel in the set of channels has a bandwidth of 2 MHz, a
first portion of a channel can be used as narrower bandwidth
channel, and a second portion of the channel can remain
unused. For example, in some embodiments in which each
channel in the set of channels has a bandwidth of 2 MHz, a
first 1 MHz wide portion of a channel can be used as narrower
bandwidth channel, and a second 1 MHz wide portion of the
channel can remain unused. In other embodiments, each
channel in the set of channels has a suitable bandwidth other
than 1 MHz or 2 MHz.

In some embodiments, the long range communication pro-
tocol permits stations to aggregate multiple channels into a
wider bandwidth, composite channel. For example, in some
embodiments in which each channel in the set of channels has
a bandwidth of 2 MHz, composite channels having a band-
width 4 MHz can be utilized. In some embodiments in which
each channel in the set of channels has a bandwidth of 2 MHz,
one or both of (i) composite channels having a bandwidth of
8 MHz, or (ii) composite channels having a bandwidth of 16
MHz can be utilized. In some embodiments in which each
channel in the set of channels has a bandwidth of 1 MHz,
composite channels having a bandwidth 2 MHz can be uti-
lized. In some embodiments in which each channel in the set
of channels has a bandwidth of 1 MHz, one or more of (i)
composite channels having a bandwidth of 4 MHz, (ii) com-
posite channels having a bandwidth of 8 MHz, or (iii) com-
posite channels having a bandwidth of 16 MHz can be uti-
lized.

FIG.1is ablock diagram of an example WL AN 10, accord-
ing to an embodiment. An AP 14 includes a host processor 15
coupled to a network interface 16. The network interface 16
includes a medium access control (MAC) processing unit 18
and a physical layer (PHY) processing unit 20. The PHY
processing unit 20 includes a plurality of transceivers 21, and
the transceivers 21 are coupled to a plurality of antennas 24.
Although three transceivers 21 and three antennas 24 are
illustrated in FIG. 1, the AP 14 can include different numbers
(e.g., 1,2, 4, 5, etc.) of transceivers 21 and antennas 24 in
other embodiments.

The WLAN 10 includes a plurality of client stations 25.
Although four client stations 25 are illustrated in FIG. 1, the
WLAN 10 can include different numbers (e.g., 1, 2,3, 5, 6,
etc.) of client stations 25 in various scenarios and embodi-
ments. At least one of the client stations 25 (e.g., client station
25-1) is configured to operate at least according to the long
range communication protocol.

The client station 25-1 includes a host processor 26
coupled to a network interface 27. The network interface 27
includes a MAC processing unit 28 and a PHY processing
unit 29. The PHY processing unit 29 includes a plurality of
transceivers 30, and the transceivers 30 are coupled to a
plurality of antennas 34. Although three transceivers 30 and
three antennas 34 are illustrated in FIG. 1, the client station
25-1 can include different numbers (e.g., 1, 2, 4, 5, etc.) of
transceivers 30 and antennas 34 in other embodiments.

In some embodiments, one, some, or all of the client sta-
tions 25-2, 25-3, and 25-4 has/have a structure the same as or
similar to the client station 25-1. In these embodiments, the
client stations 25 structured the same as or similar to the client
station 25-1 have the same or a different number of transceiv-
ers and antennas. For example, the client station 25-2 has only
two transceivers and two antennas (not shown), according to
an embodiment.

Invarious embodiments, the PHY processing unit 20 of the
AP 14 is configured to generate data units conforming to the
long range communication protocol. The transceiver(s) 21
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is/are configured to transmit the generated data units via the
antenna(s) 24. Similarly, the transceiver(s) 21 is/are config-
ured to receive data units via the antenna(s) 24. The PHY
processing unit 20 of the AP 14 is also configured to process
received data units conforming to the long range communi-
cation protocol.

In various embodiments, the PHY processing unit29 ofthe
client device 25-1 is configured to generate data units con-
forming to the long range communication protocol. The
transceiver(s) 30 is/are configured to transmit the generated
data units via the antenna(s) 34. Similarly, the transceiver(s)
30 is/are configured to receive data units via the antenna(s)
34. The PHY processing unit 29 of the client device 25-1 is
also configured to process received data units conforming to
the long range communication protocol.

FIG. 2 is a diagram of a channelization scheme 100 defined
by the long range communication protocol, according to an
embodiment. FIG. 2 will be described with reference to the
WLAN 10 of FIG. 1 for explanatory purposes. In some
embodiments, however, the channelization scheme 100 is
utilized with other suitable networks.

The channelization scheme 100 defines a plurality of unit
channels 104 (e.g., 13 channels or another suitable number of
channels) in a sub 1 GHz band (e.g., between 902 MHz and
928 MHz or some other suitable band). The channelization
scheme 100 is suitable for use in the United States, for
example. In other countries, other similar suitable channel-
ization schemes are utilized, having a different suitable num-
ber of channels, within a different suitable band, etc., accord-
ing to some embodiments.

The plurality of unit channels 104 are adjacent and non-
overlapping, and each unit channel 104 has a bandwidth of 2
MHz, in an embodiment. The AP 14 (e.g., the network inter-
face 16) is configured to scan the plurality of unit channels
104 to determine unit channels 104 that are busy, e.g., unit
channels 104 on at least a portion of which there are commu-
nications. The AP 14 (e.g., the network interface 16) is con-
figured to select one of the unit channels 104 as a primary
channel for the AP 14 based on the scan of the plurality of unit
channels 104.

In some embodiments, after a primary channel is selected,
the AP 14 (e.g., the network interface 16) and/or the client
station 25 (e.g., the network interface 27) is configured to
operate on only a portion of the selected primary channel, at
least in some scenarios. For example, the AP 14 (e.g., the
network interface 16) and/or the client station 25 (e.g., the
network interface 27) is configured to operate on one of a
plurality of sub-unit channels 108 that overlaps the primary
channel, at least in some scenarios. In an embodiment, each
sub-unit channel 108 has a bandwidth of 1 MHz. In an
embodiment, a lower (in frequency) edge of each sub-unit
channel 108 is aligned with a lower (in frequency) edge of the
channel 104 with which the sub-unit channel 108 overlaps. In
another embodiment, an upper (in frequency) edge of each
sub-unit channel 108 is aligned with an upper (in frequency)
edge of the channel 104 with which the sub-unit channel 108
overlaps. In an embodiment, the AP 14 is configured to select,
based on channel conditions, either a sub-unit channel with an
upper edge aligned with the upper edge of the primary chan-
nel or a sub-unit channel with a lower edge aligned with the
lower edge of the primary channel.

In some embodiments, after a primary channel is selected,
the AP 14 (e.g., the network interface 16) and/or the client
station 25 (e.g., the network interface 27) is configured to
aggregate multiple unit channels 104 into a composite chan-
nel. For example, in an embodiment, two unit channels 104
can be aggregated to form 4 MHz-wide composite channels
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112. The plurality of composite channels 112 are adjacent and
non-overlapping, in an embodiment. In an embodiment, an
upper (in frequency) edge of the plurality of composite chan-
nels 112 is aligned with an upper (in frequency) edge of the
plurality of unit channels 104. In another embodiment, a
lower (in frequency) edge of the plurality of composite chan-
nels 112 is aligned with a lower (in frequency) edge of the
plurality of unit channels 104.

In an embodiment, four primary channels 104 can be
aggregated to form 8 MHz-wide composite channels 116.
The plurality of composite channels 116 are adjacent and
non-overlapping, in an embodiment. In an embodiment, an
upper (in frequency) edge of the plurality of composite chan-
nels 116 is aligned with an upper (in frequency) edge of the
plurality of unit channels 104. In another embodiment, a
lower (in frequency) edge of the plurality of composite chan-
nels 116 is aligned with a lower (in frequency) edge of the
plurality of unit channels 104.

In an embodiment, eight primary channels 104 can be
aggregated to form a 16 MHz-wide composite channel 120. If
multiple composite channels 112 are able to fit within the
band of unit channels 104, the multiple composite channels
112 are adjacent and non-overlapping, in an embodiment. In
an embodiment, an upper (in frequency) edge of the compos-
ite channel(s) 120 is aligned with an upper (in frequency)
edge of the plurality of unit channels 104. In another embodi-
ment, alower (in frequency) edge of the composite channel(s)
120 is aligned with a lower (in frequency) edge of the plurality
of unit channels 104.

In some embodiments, the sub-unit channel and the com-
posite channels that are available for use, at least potentially,
are determined by the selection of the primary channel. For
example, if the unit channel 130 is selected as the primary
channel, the sub-unit channel 134 is available for use because,
of the sub-unit channels 108, only the sub-unit channel 134
overlaps in frequency with the primary channel 130. Simi-
larly, if the unit channel 130 is selected as the primary chan-
nel, the composite channels 120, 138, and 142 are potentially
available for use because, of the composite channels 112,116,
and 120, only the composite channels 120, 138, and 142
overlap with the primary channel 130.

Composite channels 112 are sometimes referred to as 4
MHz primary channels 112. Similarly, composite channels
116 are sometimes referred to as 8 MHz primary channels
116. Similarly, composite channel(s) 120 are sometimes
referred to as 16 MHz primary channel(s) 120. A composite
channel can be said to be formed from two smaller channels
including a smaller primary channel and a secondary channel
adjacent to the smaller primary channel. For example, the
primary channel 138 is formed from the 2 MHz primary
channel 120 and a 2 MHz secondary channel 144. As another
example, the primary channel 142 is formed from the 4 MHz
primary channel 138 and a 4 MHz secondary channel 146. As
another example, the primary channel 120 is formed from the
8 MHz primary channel 142 and an 8 MHz secondary channel
148.

FIG. 3 is a diagram 150 of an example transmission in a
communication system utilizing a channelization scheme
such as described above with respect to FIG. 2, according to
an embodiment. In the example illustrated in FIG. 2, a trans-
mission 154 is transmitted via a primary channel. The trans-
mission 154 is generated and transmitted by an AP such as the
AP 14 (FIG.1), ora client device, such as the client 25-1 (FIG.
1).

Interference 158 is present in the primary channel. The
interference 158 corresponds to transmissions of another
communication system, for example, such as a basic service
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set (BSS) different than a BSS to which the transmission 154
corresponds, in some scenarios. As an example, the interfer-
ence 158 is transmitted by or to an AP of another communi-
cation system.

In some embodiments, the transmission 154 in the primary
channel is allowed if it is determined that the primary channel
is idle. Determining whether a channel is idle comprises
determining if the channel is idle for at least a particular
period of time, in some embodiments. In some embodiments,
the particular period of time varies depending on the type of
channel.

It is determined whether the primary channel is idle for at
least for a time period 162, and in the example illustrated in
FIG. 3, the primary channel was idle for at least the time
period 162.

In some embodiments and/or scenarios, the time period
162 is, or is based on a suitable defined and/or determined
fixed time period such as the arbitration interframe space
(AIFS), the point coordination function (PCF) interframe
space (PIFS), or the distributed coordination function (DCF)
interframe space (DIFS) described in the IEEE 802.11 Stan-
dard. For example, in an embodiment, the time period 162 is
determined as a sum of (i) the fixed time period and (ii) a
suitable additional time period such as a back-off time period.
In an embodiment, the back-oft time period is a randomly
generated time period such as described in the IEEE 802.11
Standard. In an embodiment, the fixed time period is AIFS. As
used herein, the term “randomly generated time period”
encompasses pseudo-randomly generated time periods.

In an embodiment, determining whether the primary chan-
nel is idle includes determining a signal level in the primary
channel (primary signal level) and comparing the primary
signal level to a threshold. Thus, in an embodiment, the pri-
mary signal level is measured using a suitable signal mea-
surement technique. In an embodiment, an energy level in the
primary channel is measured, at least in scenarios in which
the signal in the primary channel cannot be decoded. As
another example, in scenarios in which the signal in the pri-
mary channel can be determined to be a valid signal, a level of
the signal is measured at least over a preamble of the signal or
some other suitable portion of the signal, in an embodiment.
In an embodiment, two primary signal level measurements
are made when the signal in the primary channel can be
determined to be a valid signal.

In an embodiment, determining if the primary channel is
idle includes determining whether there is a valid signal in the
primary channel. For example, it may be determined whether
there is a signal in the primary channel that conforms to the
long range communication protocol or a short range commu-
nication protocol (e.g., the IEEE 802.11a Standard, the IEEE
802.11g Standard, the IEEE 802.11n Standard, the IEEE
802.11ac Standard, etc.). A suitable technique for determin-
ing if there is a valid signal in the primary channel is utilized.

In some embodiments, determining whether the primary
channel is idle is based on the measured primary signal level
and the determination of whether there is a valid signal in the
primary channel. In an embodiment, a primary signal level
measurement is compared to a first threshold, and determin-
ing that the primary channel is idle is based on the compari-
son. For example, when the primary signal level measure-
ment meets (e.g., exceeds) the first threshold, it is determined
that the primary channel is not idle (i.e., busy). In an embodi-
ment, determining whether the primary channel is idle
includes comparing a primary signal level measurement to a
second threshold, and determining that the primary channel is
idle based on the comparison, at least when it is determined
that there is a valid signal in the primary channel. For
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example, when there is a valid signal in the primary channel
and when the primary signal level measurement meets (e.g.,
exceeds) the second threshold, it is determined that the pri-
mary channel is busy (i.e., not idle). In an embodiment, the
second threshold is lower than or equal to the first threshold.

In some scenarios, 1) comparing a primary signal level
measurement to the first threshold and ii) comparing a pri-
mary signal level measurement to the second threshold are
not both performed. For example, if no valid signal is detected
in the primary channel, comparing a primary signal level
measurement to the second threshold is not performed, in an
embodiment. As another example, if comparing a primary
signal level measurement to the first threshold results in deter-
mining that the primary channel is busy, comparing a primary
signal level measurement to the second threshold is not per-
formed, in an embodiment. Similarly, as another example, if
comparing a primary signal level measurement to the second
threshold results in determining that the primary channel is
busy, comparing a primary signal level measurement to the
first threshold is not performed, in an embodiment.

As discussed above with respect to FIG. 2, transmissions in
a sub-unit channel 108 are permitted in some embodiments.
In some embodiments, transmission in a sub-unit channel 108
is allowed if it is determined that the corresponding primary
channel 104 (i.e., the sub-unit channel 108 overlaps with the
primary channel 104) is idle.

When a station attempts to transmit via a composite chan-
nel that includes the primary channel, the station first deter-
mines whether the primary channel and secondary channels
to be used in the composite channel are idle. FIG. 4 is a
diagram 170 of an example transmission in a communication
system utilizing a channelization scheme such as described
above with respect to FIG. 2, according to an embodiment. In
the example illustrated in FIG. 3, a transmission 174 is trans-
mitted via a composite channel. The transmission 174 is
generated and transmitted by an AP such as the AP 14 (FIG.
1), or a client device, such as the client 25-1 (FIG. 1).

Interference 178 is present in the composite channel. The
interference 178 corresponds to transmissions of one or more
other communication systems, for example, such as a BSS
different than the BSS to which the transmission 174 corre-
sponds, in some scenarios. As an example, the interference
178 includes signals transmitted by or to one or more APs of
one or more other communication systems.

In some embodiments, the transmission 174 in the com-
posite channel is allowed if it is determined that the primary
channel and secondary channels to be used in the composite
channel are idle. Determining whether a channel is idle com-
prises determining if the channel is idle for at least a particular
period of time, in some embodiments. In some embodiments,
the particular period of time varies depending on the type of
channel. For example, it is determined whether the primary
channel is idle for at least the time period 162 (discussed
above with respect to FIG. 3), whereas it is determined
whether secondary channels are idle for at least a time period
182, in an embodiment. The time period 182 is a suitable fixed
time period such as discussed above, e.g., AIFS, PIFS, DIFS,
etc. In an embodiment, the time period 182 is PIFS, whereas
the time period 162 is AIFS plus a randomly generated back-
off time period as discussed above. In some embodiments,
determining whether a channel is idle comprises using one or
more of the idle-detection techniques discussed above. In an
embodiment, determining whether a secondary channel is
idle additionally or alternatively comprises using a suitable
mid-packet detection technique. In an embodiment, deter-
mining whether a secondary channel is idle includes utilizing
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suitable techniques capable of detecting a 1 MHz transmis-
sion in the secondary channel at a suitable signal strength.

FIG. 5 is a flow diagram of an example method 300 for
selecting a primary channel for a wireless communication
network. In an embodiment, the method 300 is utilized with a
channelization scheme such as described above with respect
to FIG. 2, and the method 300 will be discussed with refer-
ence to FIG. 2 for explanatory purposes. In other embodi-
ments, the method 300 is utilized with another suitable chan-
nelization scheme. In an embodiment, the network interface
16 of the AP 14 of FIG. 1 is configured to implement the
method 300. In other embodiments, the method 300 is imple-
mented by another suitable communication device.

Atblock 304, a set of unit channels is scanned to determine
which unit channels are idle, if any. For example, in the
example channelization scheme 100, the unit channels 104
are scanned. At block 308, it is determined whether there are
any unit channels that are not overlapping with channels used
by an existing BSS based on the scan performed at block 304.
In FIG. 2, for example, it is determined that an existing BSS
is utilizing the composite channel 120 and thus a set of unit
channels 312 is not idle, but that the set of unit channels 316
is idle and not overlapping with an existing BSS.

Ifit is determined at block 308 that there are unit channels
not overlapping with an existing BSS, the flow proceeds to
block 320. At block 320, one of the unit channels that are not
overlapping with an existing BSS is selected as the primary
channel.

On the other hand, if it is determined at block 308 that there
are no unit channels that are not overlapping with an existing
BSS, the flow proceeds to block 324. For example, if it is
determined that the composite channel 120, the unit channel
328, and the composite channel 332 (with primary channel
336) are being utilized by existing BSSs, then there are no unit
channels 104 that do not overlap with an existing BSS.

At block 324, a unit channel is selected as the primary
channel such that (a) the selected unit channel is aligned with
a primary channel of an existing BSS, or (b) the selected unit
channel (i) does not overlap with any 1 MHz-wide or 2 MHz-
wide primary channel of an existing BSS, and (ii) is chosen to
overlap a secondary channel of an existing BSS in an order of
preference corresponding to an ordering of secondary chan-
nels of the existing BSS from the widest bandwidth to the
smallest bandwidth, according to an embodiment. For
example, if unit channel 328, composite channel 332, and
composite channel 120 are all being utilized by existing
BSSs, then there are no unit channels 104 that are not over-
lapping with an existing BSS. Thus, in one scenario, a unit
channel is selected as the primary channel of a new BSS such
that the selected unit channel is aligned with the primary
channel 130 of an existing BSS. In another scenario, one of
unit channels 340, 344, 348, 352, 356, 358, and 144 is
selected as the primary channel of a new BSS. The order of
preference for selection in the example illustrated in FIG. 2 is:
(1) overlap with 8 MHz secondary channel 148 (e.g., one of
unit channels 340, 344, 348, and 352); (ii) overlap with 4
MHz secondary channel 146 (e.g., one of unit channels 356
and 358); and (iii) overlap with 2 MHz secondary channel
144.

In an embodiment, when the primary channel is selected
according to (b) above, a unit channel is selected such that the
number of composite channels of the existing BSS that are
overlapped is minimized. Thus, in an embodiment and in the
example scenario discussed above, one of unit channels 340,
344, 348, and 352 is selected as the primary channel of the
new BSS, i.e., the unit channel 356 is not selected because the
unit channel 356 overlaps with both the composite channel
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120 and the composite channel 142, whereas the unit chan-
nels 340, 344, 348, and 352 only overlap with the composite
channel 120.

FIG. 6 is a diagram of a channelization scheme 400 defined
by the long range communication protocol, according to an
embodiment. FIG. 4 will be described with reference to the
WLAN 10 of FIG. 1 for explanatory purposes. In some
embodiments, however, the channelization scheme 400 is
utilized with other suitable networks.

The channelization scheme 400 defines a plurality of unit
channels 404 (e.g., 8 channels or another suitable number of
channels) in a sub 1 GHz band (e.g., between 779 MHz and
787 MHz or some other suitable band). The channelization
scheme 400 is suitable for use in China, for example. In other
countries, other similar suitable channelization schemes are
utilized, having a different suitable number of channels,
within a different suitable band, etc., according to some
embodiments.

The plurality of unit channels 404 are adjacent and non-
overlapping, and each unit channel 404 has a bandwidth of 1
MHz, in an embodiment. The AP 14 (e.g., the network inter-
face 16) is configured to scan the plurality of unit channels
404 to determine unit channels 404 that are busy, e.g., unit
channels 404 on at least a portion of which there are commu-
nications. The AP 14 (e.g., the network interface 16) is con-
figured to select one of the unit channels 404 as a primary
channel forthe AP 14 based on the scan ofthe plurality of unit
channels 404.

In some embodiments, after a primary channel is selected,
the AP 14 (e.g., the network interface 16) and/or the client
station 25 (e.g., the network interface 27) is configured to
aggregate multiple unit channels 404 into a composite chan-
nel. For example, in an embodiment, two unit channels 404
can be aggregated to form 2 MHz-wide composite channels
408. The plurality of composite channels 408 are adjacent and
non-overlapping, in an embodiment. In an embodiment, an
upper (in frequency) edge of the plurality of composite chan-
nels 408 is aligned with an upper (in frequency) edge of the
plurality of unit channels 404. In another embodiment, a
lower (in frequency) edge of the plurality of composite chan-
nels 408 is aligned with a lower (in frequency) edge of the
plurality of unit channels 408. In an embodiment, the upper
(in frequency) edge of the plurality of composite channels
408 is aligned with the upper (in frequency) edge of the
plurality of unit channels 404, and the lower (in frequency)
edge of the plurality of composite channels 408 is aligned
with the lower (in frequency) edge of the plurality of unit
channels 404.

In an embodiment, four unit channels 404 can be aggre-
gated to form 4 MHz-wide composite channels 412. The
plurality of composite channels 112 are adjacent and non-
overlapping, in an embodiment. In an embodiment, an upper
(in frequency) edge of the plurality of composite channels
412 is aligned with an upper (in frequency) edge of the plu-
rality of unit channels 404. In another embodiment, a lower
(in frequency) edge of the plurality of composite channels
412 is aligned with a lower (in frequency) edge of the plurality
of unit channels 404. In an embodiment, the upper (in fre-
quency) edge of the plurality of composite channels 412 is
aligned with the upper (in frequency) edge of the plurality of
unit channels 404, and the lower (in frequency) edge of the
plurality of composite channels 412 is aligned with the lower
(in frequency) edge of the plurality of unit channels 404.

In an embodiment, eight primary channels 404 can be
aggregated to form one or more 8 MHz-wide composite chan-
nels 416. Although only one 8 MHz-wide composite channel
416 is possible in the example channelization of FIG. 6, in



US 9,088,991 B2

13

other embodiments with a high number of unit channels 404
(e.g., 16 or more), multiple 8 MHz-wide composite channel
416 are available. The one or more composite channels 416
are adjacent and non-overlapping, in an embodiment. In an
embodiment, an upper (in frequency) edge of the one or more
composite channels 416 is aligned with an upper (in fre-
quency) edge of the plurality of unit channels 104. In another
embodiment, a lower (in frequency) edge of the one or more
composite channels 116 is aligned with a lower (in frequency)
edge of the plurality of unit channels 104. In an embodiment,
the upper (in frequency) edge of the one or more composite
channels 416 is aligned with the upper (in frequency) edge of
the plurality of unit channels 404, and the lower (in fre-
quency) edge of the one or more composite channels 416 is
aligned with the lower (in frequency) edge of the plurality of
unit channels 404.

In an embodiment, sixteen primary channels 104 can be
aggregated to form a 16 MHz-wide composite channel (not
shown). For example, in other embodiments with a high num-
ber of unit channels 404 (e.g., 16 or more), one or more 16
MHz-wide composite channel are available. If multiple 16
MHz-wide composite channels are able to fit within the band
of unit channels 404, the multiple 16 MHz-wide composite
channels are adjacent and non-overlapping, in an embodi-
ment. In an embodiment, an upper (in frequency) edge of the
16 MHz-wide composite channel(s) is aligned with an upper
(in frequency) edge of the plurality of unit channels 404. In
another embodiment, a lower (in frequency) edge of the 16
MHz-wide composite channel(s) is aligned with a lower (in
frequency) edge of the plurality of unit channels 404. In an
embodiment, the upper (in frequency) edge of the one or more
16 MHz-wide composite channels are aligned with the upper
(in frequency) edge of the plurality of unit channels 404, and
the lower (in frequency) edge of the one or more 16 MHz-
wide composite channels are aligned with the lower (in fre-
quency) edge of the plurality of unit channels 404.

Composite channels 408 are sometimes referred to as 2
MHz primary channels 408. Similarly, composite channels
412 are sometimes referred to as 4 MHz primary channels
412. Similarly, composite channels 416 are sometimes
referred to as 8 MHz primary channels 416. A composite
channel can be said to be formed from two smaller channels
including a smaller primary channel and a secondary channel
adjacent to the smaller primary channel. For example, a 2
MHz primary channel 430 is formed from a 1 MHz primary
channel 434 and a 1 MHz secondary channel 438. As another
example, a 4 MHz primary channel 442 is formed from the 2
MHz primary channel 430 and a 2 MHz secondary channel
446. As another example, an 8 MHz primary channel 450 is
formed from the 4 MHz primary channel 442 and a 4 MHz
secondary channel 454.

FIG. 7 is a flow diagram of an example method 500 for
selecting a primary channel for a wireless communication
network. In an embodiment, the method 500 is utilized with a
channelization scheme such as described above with respect
to FIG. 6, and the method 500 will be discussed with refer-
ence to FIG. 6 for explanatory purposes. In other embodi-
ments, the method 500 is utilized with another suitable chan-
nelization scheme. In an embodiment, the network interface
16 of the AP 14 of FIG. 1 is configured to implement the
method 500. In other embodiments, the method 500 is imple-
mented by another suitable communication device.

At block 504, it is determined whether a new BSS will
utilize a 1 MHz wide channel. If the new BSS will utilize a 1
MHz wide channel, the flow proceeds to block 508. On the
other hand, if the new BSS will utilize a channel having a
width greater than 1 MHz, the flow proceeds to block 512. In
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some embodiments, block 504 is omitted. For example, when
a communication device (e.g., the network interface 16 of the
AP 14) is configured to only utilize 1 MHz wide channels,
then the method commences at block 508, according to an
embodiment. Similarly, when a communication device (e.g.,
the network interface 16 of the AP 14) is configured to only
utilize channels having a bandwidth greater than 1 MHz, then
the method commences at block 512.

At block 508, a set of 1 MHz-wide channels is scanned to
determine which, if any, channels are already primary chan-
nels of other BSSs. For example, in the example channeliza-
tion scheme 400, the unit channels 404 are scanned.

Atblock 516, a 1-MHz wide unit channel is selected as the
primary channel such that (a) the selected unit channel is
aligned with (i) a 1 MHz-wide primary channel of an existing
1 MHz-wide BSS or (ii) a TX-enabled 1 MHz-wide channel
of'a2 MHz-wide primary channel of an existing BSS of width
greater than or equal to 2 MHz, (b) the selected unit channel
does not overlap with any primary or secondary channel of an
existing BSS, or (c¢) the selected unit is chosen to overlap a
secondary channel of an existing BSS in an order of prefer-
ence corresponding to an ordering of secondary channels of
the BSS from the widest bandwidth to the smallest band-
width, according to an embodiment.

As discussed above, when the new BSS will utilize a chan-
nel having a width greater than 1 MHz, the flow proceeds to
block 512. At block 512, a set of 2 MHz-wide channels is
scanned to determine which unit channels are idle, if any. For
example, in the example channelization scheme 400, the unit
channels 408 are scanned.

At block 520, it is determined whether there are any 2
MHz-wide channels that are not overlapping with an existing
BSS based on the scan performed at block 512.

If it is determined at block 520 that there are 2 MHz-wide
channels not overlapping with an existing BSS, the flow pro-
ceeds to block 524. At block 524, one of the 2 MHz-wide
channels that is not overlapping with an existing BSS is
selected as the 2 MHz-wide primary channel. Additionally, a
1 MHz-wide channel is selected as a 1 MHz primary channel
(or 1 MHz TX-enabled channel). In an embodiment, the 1
MHz-wide channel is selected as either an upper 1 MHz-wide
portion of the 2 MHz-wide primary channel or a lower 1
MHz-wide portion of the 2 MHz-wide primary channel.

On the other hand, ifit is determined at block 520 that there
are no 2 MHz-wide channels that are not overlapping with an
existing BSS, the flow proceeds to block 528.

At block 528, a 2 MHz-wide channel is selected as the
primary channel such that (a) the selected 2 MHz-wide chan-
nel is aligned with (i) a 2 MHz primary channel of an existing
BSS having a bandwidth greater than or equal to 2 MHz or (ii)
a 1 MHz TX-enabled channel of the selected 2 MHz primary
channel overlaps with the 1 MHz primary channel of an
existing 1 MHz BSS, or (b) the selected 2 MHz-wide channel
is chosen to overlap a secondary channel of an existing BSS
in an order of preference corresponding to an ordering of
secondary channels ofthe existing BSS from the widest band-
width to the smallest bandwidth, according to an embodi-
ment. In an embodiment, when the selected 2 MHz-wide
primary channel has a 1 MHz TX-enabled channel, selection
of'the 2 MHz-wide primary channel avoids, when possible, a
selection that results in the 1 MHz TX-enabled channel being
adjacent to a | MHz primary channel of a 1 MHz-wide BSS.
Additionally, a 1 MHz-wide channel is selected as a 1| MHz
primary channel (or 1 MHz TX-enabled channel). In an
embodiment, the 1 MHz-wide channel is selected as either an
upper 1 MHz-wide portion of the 2 MHz-wide primary chan-
nel or a lower 1 MHz-wide portion of the 2 MHz-wide pri-
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mary channel. In an embodiment, when the selected 2 MHz-
wide channel is aligned with a primary channel of an existing
BSS, the 1 MHz-wide channel is selected to align with the 1
MHz-wide primary channel of the existing BSS.

In an embodiment, when the primary channel is selected
according to (b) above, a 2 MHz-wide channel is selected
such that the number of composite channels of the existing
BSS that are overlapped is minimized.

FIG. 8 is a flow diagram of an example method 600 for
selecting a primary channel for a wireless communication
network. In an embodiment, the method 600 is utilized with a
channelization scheme such as described above with respect
to FIG. 6, and the method 600 will be discussed with refer-
ence to FIG. 6 for explanatory purposes. In other embodi-
ments, the method 600 is utilized with another suitable chan-
nelization scheme. In an embodiment, the network interface
16 of the AP 14 of FIG. 1 is configured to implement the
method 600. In other embodiments, the method 600 is imple-
mented by another suitable communication device.

FIG. 8 includes like-numbered blocks from FIG. 7, and
such like-numbered blocks are not discussed.

At block 604, it is determined whether a new BSS will
utilize a channel having a bandwidth greater than 2 MHz. If
the new BSS will utilize a 1 MHz-wide or 2 MHz-wide
channel, the flow proceeds to block 508. On the other hand, if
the new BSS will utilize a channel having a width greater than
2 MHz, the flow proceeds to block 512. In some embodi-
ments, block 604 is omitted. For example, when a communi-
cation device (e.g., the network interface 16 of the AP 14) is
configured to only utilize 1 MHz-wide and/or 2 MHz wide
channels, then the method commences at block 508, accord-
ing to an embodiment. Similarly, when a communication
device (e.g., the network interface 16 of the AP 14) is config-
ured to only utilize channels having a bandwidth greater than
2 MHz, then the method commences at block 512.

At least some of the various blocks, operations, and tech-
niques described above may be implemented utilizing hard-
ware, a processor executing firmware instructions, a proces-
sor executing software instructions, or any combination
thereof. When implemented utilizing a processor executing
software or firmware instructions, the software or firmware
instructions may be stored in any tangible, non-transitory
computer readable memory such as a magnetic disk, an opti-
cal disk, aRAM, a ROM, a flash memory, etc. The software or
firmware instructions may include machine readable instruc-
tions that, when executed by the processor, cause the proces-
sor to perform various acts.

When implemented in hardware, the hardware may com-
prise one or more of discrete components, an integrated cir-
cuit, an application-specific integrated circuit (ASIC), a pro-
grammable logic device, etc.

While the present invention has been described with refer-
ence to specific examples, which are intended to be illustra-
tive only and not to be limiting of the invention, changes,
additions and/or deletions may be made to the disclosed
embodiments without departing from the scope of the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for selecting a primary communication chan-
nel for a wireless communication system, the method com-
prising:

scanning a set of channels, each channel in the set having a

first bandwidth, wherein the first bandwidth is greater
than a smallest channel bandwidth available in the wire-
less communication system;

determining whether one or more channels in the set of

channels are not being utilized by one or more other
wireless communication systems;
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when it is determined that one or more channels in the set
of channels are not being utilized by one or more other
wireless communication systems, selecting a channel
from the one or more channels not being utilized as the
primary channel for the wireless communication sys-
tem; and

when itis determined that all channels in the set of channels

are being utilized by one or more other wireless com-

munication systems,

selecting, as the primary channel of the wireless com-
munication system, a channel in the set that is aligned
with a primary channel of another wireless commu-
nication system, or

selecting, as the primary channel of the wireless com-
munication system, a channel in the set that overlaps
with a secondary channel of another wireless commu-
nication system, wherein the secondary channel of the
other wireless communication system has a band-
width greater than the first bandwidth.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising, after select-
ing the primary channel from the set of channels, selecting a
further primary channel having a second bandwidth that is a
fraction of the first bandwidth, wherein the further primary
channel is selected from a further set of channels that overlap
the primary channel, wherein each channel in the further set
of channels has a bandwidth equal to the second bandwidth.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein selecting, as the primary
channel of the wireless communication system, a channel in
the set that is aligned with a primary channel of another
wireless communication system comprises:

selecting a channel in the set that overlaps with a primary

channel of another wireless communication system,
wherein the primary channel of the other wireless com-
munication system has a bandwidth equal to the second
bandwidth; and

selecting the further primary channel such that the further

primary channel is aligned with the primary channel of
the other wireless communication system.

4. The method of claim 2, wherein:

the second bandwidth is equal to one half of the first band-

width; and

the further set of channels consists of two non-overlapping

channels.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein:

the first bandwidth is equal to 2 MHz; and

the second bandwidth is equal to 1 MHz.

6. The method of claim 2, wherein the second bandwidth is
the smallest channel bandwidth available in the wireless com-
munication system.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein selecting, as the primary
channel of the wireless communication system, a channel in
the set that overlaps with a secondary channel of another
wireless communication system comprises:

when the other wireless communication system is utilizing

multiple secondary channels having different band-
widths, each of the different bandwidths greater than the
greater than the first bandwidth, selecting the primary
channel according to an order of preference correspond-
ing to an ordering of the multiple secondary channels of
the other wireless communication system from a widest
bandwidth to a smallest bandwidth.

8. An apparatus for performing wireless communications,
the apparatus comprising:

a network interface, wherein the network interface is con-

figured to select a primary communication channel for a
wireless communication system at least by
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scanning a set of channels, each channel in the set having
a first bandwidth, wherein the first bandwidth is
greater than a smallest channel bandwidth available in
the wireless communication system,
determining whether one or more channels in the set of
channels is not being utilized by one or more other
wireless communication systems,
when it is determined that one or more channels in the set
of'channels are not being utilized by one or more other
wireless communication systems, selecting a channel
from the one or more channels not being utilized as
the primary channel for the wireless communication
system,
when it is determined that all channels in the set of
channels are being utilized by one or more other wire-
less communication systems,
selecting, as the primary channel of the wireless com-
munication system, a channel in the set that is
aligned with a primary channel of another wireless
communication system, or
selecting, as the primary channel of the wireless com-
munication system, a channel in the set that over-
laps with a secondary channel of another wireless
communication system, wherein the secondary
channel of the other wireless communication sys-
tem has a bandwidth greater than the first band-
width.

9. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the network interface
is configured to,

after selecting the primary channel from the set of chan-

nels, select a further primary channel having a second
bandwidth that is a fraction of the first bandwidth,
wherein the further primary channel is selected from a
further set of channels that overlap the primary channel,
wherein each channel in the further set of channels has a
bandwidth equal to the second bandwidth.

10. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the network interface
is configured to select, as the primary channel of the wireless
communication system, a channel in the set that is aligned
with a primary channel of another wireless communication
system at least by

selecting a channel in the set that overlaps with a primary

channel of another wireless communication system,
wherein the primary channel of the other wireless com-
munication system has a bandwidth equal to the second
bandwidth, and

selecting the further primary channel such that the further

primary channel is aligned with the primary channel of
the other wireless communication system.

11. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein:

the second bandwidth is equal to one half of the first band-

width; and

the further set of channels consists of two non-overlapping

channels.

12. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein:

the first bandwidth is equal to 2 MHz; and

the second bandwidth is equal to 1 MHz.

13. The apparatus of claim 9, the second bandwidth is the
smallest channel bandwidth available in the wireless commu-
nication system.

14. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the network interface
is configured to select, as the primary channel of the wireless
communication system, a channel in the set that overlaps with
a secondary channel of another wireless communication sys-
tem at least by,

when the other wireless communication system is utilizing

multiple secondary channels having different band-
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widths, each of the different bandwidths greater than the
greater than the first bandwidth, selecting the primary
channel according to an order of preference correspond-
ing to an ordering of the multiple secondary channels of
the other wireless communication system from a widest
bandwidth to a smallest bandwidth.

15. A method for selecting a primary communication chan-
nel for a wireless communication system, the method com-
prising:

scanning a set of channels, each channel in the sethaving a

first bandwidth;

determining whether one or more channels in the set of

channels are not being utilized by one or more other
wireless communication systems;

when it is determined that one or more channels in the set

of channels are not being utilized by one or more other
wireless communication systems, selecting a channel
from the one or more channels not being utilized as the
primary channel for the wireless communication sys-
tem; and

when itis determined that all channels in the set of channels

are being utilized by one or more other wireless com-

munication systems,

selecting, as the primary channel of the wireless com-
munication system, a channel in the set that is aligned
with a primary channel of another wireless commu-
nication system, or

selecting, as the primary channel of the wireless com-
munication system, a channel in the set that overlaps
with a secondary channel of another wireless commu-
nication system, wherein the secondary channel of the
other wireless communication system has a band-
width greater than the first bandwidth.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein selecting, as the
primary channel of the wireless communication system, a
channel in the set that is aligned with a primary channel of
another wireless communication system comprises:

selecting a channel in the set that (i) overlaps with a first

primary channel of another wireless communication
system, wherein the first primary channel of the other
wireless communication system has a bandwidth equal
to a second bandwidth greater than the first bandwidth,
and (ii) is aligned with a second primary channel of the
other wireless communication system, wherein the sec-
ond primary channel of the other wireless communica-
tion system has a bandwidth equal to the first bandwidth.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein:

the second bandwidth is equal to twice the first bandwidth;

and

the first primary channel of the other wireless communica-

tion system consists of two non-overlapping channels
each having a bandwidth equal to the first bandwidth.

18. The method of claim 16, wherein:

the first bandwidth is equal to 1 MHz; and

the second bandwidth is equal to 2 MHz.

19. The method of claim 15, wherein selecting, as the
primary channel of the wireless communication system, a
channel in the set that overlaps with a secondary channel of
another wireless communication system comprises:

when the other wireless communication system is utilizing

multiple secondary channels having different band-
widths, each of the different bandwidths greater than the
greater than the first bandwidth, selecting the primary
channel according to an order of preference correspond-
ing to an ordering of the multiple secondary channels of
the other wireless communication system from a widest
bandwidth to a smallest bandwidth.
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20. The method of claim 15, wherein each channel in the
set of channels is adjacent to at least one other channel in the
set of channels.

21. The method of claim 15, wherein channels in the set of
channels are spaced apart from each other by at least the first
bandwidth.

22. An apparatus for performing wireless communications,
the apparatus comprising:

a network interface, wherein the network interface is con-
figured to select a primary communication channel for a
wireless communication system at least by
scanning a set of channels, each channel in the set having

a first bandwidth,
determining whether one or more channels in the set of
channels is not being utilized by one or more other
wireless communication systems,
when it is determined that one or more channels in the set
of'channels are not being utilized by one or more other
wireless communication systems, selecting a channel
from the one or more channels not being utilized as
the primary channel for the wireless communication
system, and
when it is determined that all channels in the set of
channels are being utilized by one or more other wire-
less communication systems,
selecting, as the primary channel of the wireless com-
munication system, a channel in the set that is
aligned with a primary channel of another wireless
communication system, or
selecting, as the primary channel of the wireless com-
munication system, a channel in the set that over-
laps with a secondary channel of another wireless
communication system, wherein the secondary
channel of the other wireless communication sys-
tem has a bandwidth greater than the first band-
width.

23. The apparatus of claim 22, wherein the network inter-
face is configured to select, as the primary channel of the
wireless communication system, a channel in the set that is
aligned with a primary channel of another wireless commu-
nication system at least by
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selecting a channel in the set that (i) overlaps with a first
primary channel of another wireless communication
system, wherein the first primary channel of the other
wireless communication system has a bandwidth equal
to a second bandwidth greater than the first bandwidth,
and (ii) is aligned with a second primary channel of the
other wireless communication system, wherein the sec-
ond primary channel of the other wireless communica-
tion system has a bandwidth equal to the first bandwidth.

24. The apparatus of claim 23, wherein:

the second bandwidth is equal to twice the first bandwidth;
and

the first primary channel of the other wireless communica-
tion system consists of two non-overlapping channels
each having a bandwidth equal to the first bandwidth.

25. The apparatus of claim 23, wherein:
the first bandwidth is equal to 1 MHz; and
the second bandwidth is equal to 2 MHz.

26. The apparatus of claim 22, wherein the network inter-
face is configured to select, as the primary channel of the
wireless communication system, a channel in the set that
overlaps with a secondary channel of another wireless com-
munication system at least by,

when the other wireless communication system is utilizing
multiple secondary channels having different band-
widths, each of the different bandwidths greater than the
greater than the first bandwidth, selecting the primary
channel according to an order of preference correspond-
ing to an ordering of the multiple secondary channels of
the other wireless communication system from a widest
bandwidth to a smallest bandwidth.

27. The apparatus of claim 22, wherein each channel in the
set of channels is adjacent to at least one other channel in the
set of channels.

28. The apparatus of claim 22, wherein channels in the set
of channels are spaced apart from each other by at least the
first bandwidth.



